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On a flight recently from Perth to  
Darwin I had a window seat. This is a 
unique situation because I normally 
prefer the aisle, and it afforded me the 
opportunity to again be struck by the 
vastness of this country. As you can 
imagine there was a lot of red, rugged, 
and dry country to be seen. It once again 
reminded me of the remoteness that 
many of our Field Staff experience. 

That said, it isn’t just flying over vast 
tracks of WA that should remind us of the 
remoteness. I get the same sense when I 
have opportunities to drive several hours 
on long stretches of road before the next 
town. The same can also be said for flying 
1600 kms off the eastern coast to reach 
Norfolk Island which gives new meaning to 
remoteness (see the article on 
page 10 about the Carleton’s 
move there.)

However, what also strikes 
me when viewing Australia 
from above or through the 
windscreen is not just the 
vastness and beauty, but 
also the numerous gospel 
opportunities that exist. It can 
be somewhat overwhelming 
and feel like we are only 
scratching the surface. 

Now I am not so naïve to 
think that reaching all these 
people will depend solely on 
BCA, for God will bring about His good 
purposes through many means. Yet as I 
prayerfully consider all this, I am once again 
reminded of those poignant words of Jesus: 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are 
few.” (Matthew 9:37)

Currently, one of the most significant 
challenges for BCA is sourcing workers with 
the right balance of calling and experience 

to what are often remote places. There are 
strategies that we continue to work on, but 
ultimately the answer to this challenge is 
found in the following verse: “(Jesus said) 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to 
send out workers into His harvest field.”. 

This is where each of us have 
a pivotal role to play, regularly 
and urgently asking the Lord to 
send out workers into this vast 
harvest. To encourage you to be 
disciplined in this activity let me 
suggest this modest action that I 
heard about in another context. 

Each morning I suggest most 
of us either put on the kettle 
or turn on the coffee machine. 
Could we take that small daily 
action as a reminder to stop 
for a moment and ask for God 
to raise up workers? What 
might possibly happen if tens 

of thousands of prayers were offered each 
morning as the water boiled or the coffee 
machine warmed up?

Greg Harris 
National Director

Editorial 
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Help us equip  
emerging Indigenous leaders

Since 1919, BCA’s mission has remained 
unchanged – to reach Australia for 
Christ. We want to see every man, 
woman and child know the lifesaving 
message of the Gospel. Your prayers and 
support are key to making this happen 
and we are so grateful to you. 

Part of our mission involves 
our First Nations People. In the 
past, the church in Australia saw 
Indigenous people as a mission 
field but this is no longer the 
case. As BCA’s Indigenous 
Ministry Officer Neville Naden 
says “We want to turn that 
thought on its head. We 
want to see Aboriginal people 
become the mission force. So, 
we want more people identified, 
trained and then sent out to 
minister themselves.”

We are looking to grow our work with 
Indigenous people over the long-term. We 
want to find emerging Indigenous Christian 
leaders and help them take the next steps 
into ministry.

You may remember that a few years 
ago BCA supported Indigenous Ministry 
Trainee George Ferguson in Tamworth and 
Indigenous Ministry Student Nathanael ‘Jum’ 
Naden in Sydney. Today George ministers 

at St Peter’s Walgett and Jum is an assistant 
minister at St Peter’s South Tamworth. 
Both men are passionate about introducing 
Aboriginal men and women to Jesus and 
raising up Indigenous leadership in Australia.

Last month BCA announced the 
appointment of a new Indigenous Ministry 

Trainee in South Tamworth – 
Ashley Garlett.

“I want to commit my life 
to following Christ by helping 
others come to know him 
personally and to get alongside 
other brothers and sisters who 
are passionate and dedicated to 
serving God,” says Ashley. 

We hope to give Ashley and 
other emerging Indigenous 
leaders like him the best 
training and support to become 
a mission force among their 
people and take up their rightful 

position in the life of the church, but we 
need your help. 

Between now and 30 June BCA is 
looking to raise $230,000. Can you 
prayerfully consider donating to our Mid-
Year Appeal today? 

Greg Harris

Jum Naden leading the fellowship at the 
Coledale Frontyard Church.

We hope to 
give Ashley and 
other emerging 
Indigenous 
leaders like him 
the best training 
and support to 
become a mission 
force among their 
people
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Introducing BCA’s new  
Indigenous ministry trainee
BCA’s new Indigenous Ministry Trainee 
Ashley Garlett comes to the role with 
a heart for God and a heart for his 
people. Ashley, a Balladong Nyoongar 
man from Merredin in Western Australia 
commenced his traineeship in late April.

Ashley comes from a large family of 13 
brothers and sisters. It was his mother’s 
conversion that saw Ashley seek Christ for 
himself. “We grew up as Catholics; I went 
to a Catholic school and I was an altar boy, 
but sin took a hold of my life with alcohol, 
drugs and theft and I began to feel dark 
and empty,” he explains. “One day I went 
along to church and heard the Gospel 
preached; how God loved us so 
much he sent Jesus his only son 
to die for our sins, rise again to 
be our Saviour, and I began to 
experience a new life in Christ.”

“I want to commit my life 
to following Christ by helping 
others come to know him 
personally and to get alongside 
other brothers and sisters who 
are passionate and dedicated to 
serving God,” says Ashley. “This 
is why I’m so excited about 
training in Tamworth.”

Ashley comes to the role with 
no previous ministry experience 
but a passion and willingness to 
learn. “I've previously held a few 
different types of jobs including prison work 
as a youth mentor and my last job was on 
the mines as a groundsman/labourer.”  

‘It is great to see Aboriginal people 
making themselves available to be trained in 
the wider church context,” says Indigenous 
Ministry Officer, Neville Naden. “Ashley is 
one such person. He has a desire to serve 
and to grow in his relationship with God; 

both in a leadership role as well 
in discipleship.”

One aspect of Ashley's 
training will be engagement 
in the ministry of the Coledale 
Frontyard Church, where each 
Wednesday Indigenous people 
gather, hear the Bible preached 
and fellowship together over a 
meal. BCA’s Indigenous ministry 
is also the focus of our Mid- 
Year Appeal (see page 4).

Ashley would really value 
your prayers as he commences 
his traineeship and for the 
challenges that lie ahead of 
him. “I really hope to get as 

much out of it as I can and to grow in my 
faith. Please pray for me to be able to make 
the transition and settle into my new home 
and city. I’m so grateful for BCA’s support 
and may God bless you all.” 

Janine van den Tillaart

I want to commit 
my life to 
following Christ 
by helping others 
come to know him 
personally and 
to get alongside 
other brothers 
and sisters who 
are passionate 
and dedicated to 
serving God
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Dave & Lauren Horne and their kids 
Elka, Posy and Lennox have served on 
the Southern Beaches of Tasmania since 
December 2020. It has been a time 
where they’ve been encouraged but 
also challenged. Here Dave tells us a 
bit about his role and how you can be 
praying for them.

You’ve been on the Southern Beaches 
for over a year now. What have been 
some of the highlights? 
There are so many highlights, God has been 
so good! 

Ministry-wise, I’m always so encouraged 
when someone new walks through the 
door at one of our services or connects 
with one of our ministries. Those decisions 
are rarely spontaneous, and usually are the 
fruit of weeks, months, or years of God’s 
work in that person’s life to turn their 
heart toward him. We’ve been blessed to 
see quite a lot of people poke their head 
in for a week or two, so we keep praying 
that God will continue that work in them 
so they can learn to connect and love our 
church community.

What does your day-to-day role 
involve? 
I’m not sure that any two days are the same. 

In a large regional parish with only a few 

staff, I’m constantly responding to different 

needs. For instance, today I am planning 

the service for Sunday, then running a burial 

service, then helping at our after-school kids’ 

program. In the car today before school 

drop-off, Elka asked me what I was doing 

today, and when I told her, it did make 

me wonder what sort of things get shared 

in her classroom, and if her teacher must 

wonder what on earth I do for a job!

How has the family settled into life on 
the beaches? 
Our family has integrated into the 

community, through Elka attending the local 

school and getting into sporting activities, 

but also with Lauren taking the younger 

kids to community activities where she has 

made some great friends. The Southern 

Beaches area has a community garden, a 

nippers program, a junior soccer club, and a 

small pool which offers swimming lessons, 

so once we signed our kids up to all of 

Making connections  
on the Southern Beaches

Dave and Lauren at Dave's 
ordination in February 2021

Elka, Lennox & Posy
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them we can’t help but bump into the same 

people and get to know them.

How have you made connections in the 
community? 
In 2021 the local surf lifesaving 

club indicated that they were 

looking for a chaplain. So 

when Life Saving Chaplaincy 

Australia got in touch with 

me I was excited to accept 

that role! I’m now a qualified 

Life Saving Chaplain and have 

just finished my first season. It 

was simultaneously great, and 

awkward! People tend to steer 

clear of someone wearing a 

‘Chaplain’ shirt until or unless 

they really need to. So there 

were some great moments of supporting 

people, getting to know them and helping 

out at the club, as well as lots of moments 

of standing around. But overall it was a 

great way to get into the community and 

have some really fantastic interactions with 

parents and club members.

What have been some of the 
challenges since the loss of your 
senior minister? 
When I arrived at Southern Beaches, I came 

with vision, strategies and dreams. I quickly 

realised that most of those wouldn’t fit, 

so I had to re-dream and re-plan. In late 

2021 when our Rector announced he was 

leaving, that became a bit of a crisis for the 

parish, and me! So, my re-dreaming got 

shelved, and all of my energy has gone into 

keeping our main ministries ticking over. 

It can be frustrating and disappointing at 

times to feel like nothing is getting past the 

planning stage; so I’m learning to manage 

my expectations, to be content with God’s 

timing, and trust that good things are 

happening even if they are different from 

the things I had hoped and dreamed.

What does the financial and prayer 
support of BCA mean to you? 
This Southern Beaches area is 

growing so quickly; the school 

is overflowing, every block of 

land is sold, old houses are 

being bought and renovated, 

the mediocre surf breaks are 

packed with kids, women, 

grandpas… and yet, we are the 

only church in area. We wouldn’t 

be here without the support of 

BCA. Our church wouldn’t exist 

without BCA. God is using your 

generosity, your prayers and donations to 

directly impact the lives of men, women, 

and children in Southeast Tasmania, and 

what a beautiful picture of the body of 

Christ that is!

Ministry-wise, 
I’m always so 
encouraged when 
someone new 
walks through 
the door at one 
of our services or 
connects with one 
of our ministries

Making connections  
on the Southern Beaches

Continued page 8...
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A new season of ministry in Kyabram
After three years of serving as a student 
minister in Echuca, Jacob Kelly, his wife 
Sarah and son Theodore moved ‘down 
the road’ to Kyabram earlier this year.

“It was sad to say goodbye to Echuca,” 
says Jacob. “But I think we had a successful 
season there. We were thankful for our 
time in Echuca and the people who were so 
gracious to us.”

During his time in Echuca, Jacob 
combined working three days a week in 
the church with full-time study at Ridley 
College. “It was tricky combining full-time 
study and work but it was great when I 
would find some way of seeing my studies 
in action or on the flip side when I could 
bring some examples from a ministry 
or pastoral situation and apply it to my 
theology or biblical studies.” 

While the season of full-time study is 
now over for Jacob, he is still finishing the 
second part of his double degree. He was 
ordained in February after completing his 
Bachelor of Ministry but will continue his 

Jacob, Sarah and Theodore at 
Jacob’s ordination

Making connections on the Southern Beaches/cont...

What can supporters be praying for you?  
Please keep praying for people who know and 

love Jesus to come and minister alongside us. 

The ‘small group’ that Lauren and I lead has 

13 adults and seven children: it’s basically a 

church plant! We would love to multiply, but 

many of our members are still young in their 

faith. By God’s grace, they are growing in their 

faith and will one day be leaders, but right 

now the harvest is plentiful but the labourers 

are few. 

David Horne
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Bachelor of Theology studies, doing one 
subject a semester. 

“While I’m continuing to stretch myself 
and further my theological education,” says 
Jacob. “Doing it over three years frees up 
my time for ministry.”

At Kyabram, Jacob officially works 
four days a week and so far he has found 
his role very pastoral and in some ways 
missional. There are about 60–80 people 
in the congregation but according to Jacob 
Sunday attendance sits around 50–60. 

“So far I’ve had a lot of contact with 
people who are on the fringes of the 
church or who were part of the church 
a long time ago,” says Jacob. “They are 
very open to meeting me or having me in 
their home. In some ways there is a space 
prepared for a minister in the community.  
It is exciting to see what opportunities  
pop up.” 

Recently Jacob took a funeral at the 
church and afterwards attended the wake. 
Apparently, this was quite unexpected. 
“People who weren’t even at the funeral 
told me that they were surprised to hear 
that I was at the wake!” says Jacob. “It’s 
fascinating how people who 
weren’t even there, heard I was 
there.” The wake, which was 
held at the fire station, gave 
Jacob the opportunity to chat 
with some of the firefighters. 
“I was wearing my clergy collar 
and the firefighters started 
sharing some of the traumas 
they’d been dealing with and 
sharing on a deeper level some 
of their struggles. I don’t recall 
these sorts of opportunities coming up  
in Echuca.” 

“Community connectedness is a very 
important part of life here and something 
I’m exploring more and more,” says Jacob. 

“I’m really interested to find out more 
about the intricacies of the community and 
the stories that they tell. My sense is that 
the community has a story they live into. I 
would like to find out the story of Kyabram 
and how people see themselves.”

This year Jacob preached his first ever 
Easter Sunday sermon. “I looked at the 
passage in the Gospel of John where Mary 
mistakes Jesus for the gardener. Jesus 
asks Mary ‘who are you looking for?’.  
My challenge was to those who aren’t so 
engaged in the Christian faith, to look at 
who Jesus really is. The challenge for me 
will be not to make it the same sermon 

next year!”
As this new season of 

ministry for Jacob continues 
in Kyabram, Sarah has just 
re-commenced working one 
day a week in her teaching role 
in Echuca (around 30 minutes 
away). It has been a wonderful 
start in the community for 
Jacob, Sarah and Theodore 
who have felt loved and 
encouraged. Please pray 

with them that their ministry in Kyabram, 
Tongala and Stanhope will bear much fruit. 

Janine van den Tillaart

Community 
connectedness is 
a very important 
part of life here 
and something I’m 
exploring more 
and more

The Kelly family with Bishop 
Matt and Adrian Lane
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A place like no other

Norfolk Island is a place like no other. 
It is a beautiful slice of paradise in the 
middle of the Pacific, with a beautiful 
culture and one whose heritage is 
steeped in prioritising God’s word. So, 
although there are still many people 
who have yet to accept Jesus as their 
Lord and saviour, the culture 
allows those conversations 
to happen. From seeing 
the things God has done 
on Norfolk Island in our 
whirlwind start, we are 
excited to see what He will 
do here through His Spirit 
over the coming years. 

The church community has 
been unbelievably welcoming, 
warm, and generous. When 
we stepped out of the airport, 
we were greeted by a dozen 
church members, all wanting 
to welcome us to the Island. We arrived to 
a beautifully presented home, with pantry, 
fridge and freezer stocked and people kept 
arriving on our doorstep with meal after 
meal. It truly is a church that puts others 
first in love. 

The Island community is also one that 
is very welcoming and friendly. People are 
always up for a chat. For such a small place 
there is so much to get involved in, which 
makes it really easy getting to know people. 
Public events such as Foundation Day, 
ANZAC Day, Bounty Day and Thanksgiving, 
along with weekly radio spots, newspaper 

articles and regular events, are a 
great way to proclaim the good 
news of Jesus to people who 
normally might never step foot in 
a church.

Our first three months on 
Norfolk Island have been filled 
with a lot of firsts for our 
family. We experienced drought 
on the Island, a lack of fresh 
food supplies, torrential rains, 
a cyclone and then the whole 
family contracted COVID before 
Easter. It has been exceptionally 
busy and tumultuous, and there 

were times when we questioned our own 
efforts and began to wonder if this was the 
right decision. Tears were shed as we tried 
our best to adjust to a new way of life in 
such a remote location. But time and again 
we were reminded of God’s loving care 

From seeing the 
things God has 
done on Norfolk 
Island in our 
whirlwind start, 
we are excited to 
see what He will 
do here through 
His Spirit over the 
coming years
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for us, as He provided for our every need. 
We were reminded that we are not here 
to do works for ourselves, rather to live in 
faithful obedience to Him, doing the good 
works he has prepared for us. And we have 
certainly felt the love and generosity of His 
people as Islanders selflessly continue to 
care for us and the people back home and 
around the world diligently pray for us. 

While we had some struggles through 
our first three months, there has also been 
so much to celebrate. Within the church 
there is a deep trust in God, knowing that 
He is able to bring many people on the 
Island into His kingdom. There is a deep 
desire to build each other up in their faith 
and there is a love of sharing the good 
news of Jesus with those who are lost.  So, 
we walk alongside them, as we do life 
together, encouraging the faithful in their 
walk with Christ. For the lost, we look to 
build meaningful relationships through 
which we can witness our love of Christ 
and share the good news of salvation 
through Jesus. 

During our first few months it has been 
a blessing and encouragement to have 
welcomed visitors to the Island. These have 
included the BCA Christian Fellowship tour, 

visitors from one of our partner churches 
– Sylvania Anglican, and National Director 
Greg Harris and his wife Karen. We were 
reminded of the dedicated prayerful support 
from the BCA network and our partner 
churches. Also, almost every week we have 
visitors to our services who mention they 
are praying for us through their connection 
with BCA. 

We are so thankful to God for answering 
all our prayers since we made the decision 
to come to Norfolk Island, and He continues 
to answer them daily. God has provided 
all of us with good friends on the Island.  
We would love supporters to pray that we 
would trust in His plan for Norfolk Island; 
that He would give us wisdom in how to 
best witness and minister; that He would 
strengthen His people on the Island and 
open the hearts of those who do not yet 
know Jesus. 

Laurie Carleton 

A place like no other

Above, left to right:
Beautiful beaches; 2022 Foundation Day 
celebrations; youth group social – shark fishing; 
the Carletons on Norfolk; Laurie & Bec with visitors 
from Sylvania Anglican
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Supporting Indigenous ministry  
in the Top End

While Naomi Ireland has been part of the BCA family since 
February last year, she is just about to mark her first year 
serving in the Northern Territory. As a big part of her role 
involves ministry with our First Nations People, she recently 
spent two months on Groote Eylandt.  

Groote Eylandt is in the Gulf of Carpentaria, some 640 
kilometres from Darwin. There are three main Aboriginal 
communities on Groote – Angurugu, Umbakumba and 
Milyakburra (on Bickerton Island). I lived in Angurugu right near 
the airport on Groote, where I spent most of my time, but also 
visited Umbakumba and Milyakburra. 

The main reason for going to Groote was to be immersed in 
culture and gain a bit of an understanding of what community 
life is like. There’s so much to learn, but one of the things I 
appreciated was the priority relationships take. I often find my 
time dominated by my diary or ticking off a list with all the 
tasks I need to achieve, so it was lovely to move at a difference 
pace and make the most of opportunities as they arose. One of 
the days I really enjoyed was when a trip to the shop led to an 
afternoon at a beautiful bay with some women, talking and just 
being together. It was often the unplanned things that were the 
most amazing.

Groote Eylandt
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Supporting Indigenous ministry  
in the Top End

While in Angurugu, I worshipped at St Andrew’s Anglican 
Church where God’s word was taught in Anindilyakwa. The 
church service on Sundays could have up to fifteen people 
in attendance and fellowship happened on most Friday and 
Saturday nights. During fellowship, music is played on big 
speakers that faced community, kids dance with actions to 
Christian songs, worship songs are played and sung, and the 
Bible taught. 

I felt very welcomed by people on Groote. I had the privilege 
of being taught some language (which I worked hard at saying, 
even if I didn’t always get it right), being invited on a fishing 
trip, and I built new relationships. It was also great to share in 
life and ministry with the Vinicombes (CMS Workers). I loved  
my time on Groote and am really looking forward to going back 
in May. 

Well, it’s coming up on a year in the Territory and people 
often ask what life’s like. I find it difficult to answer – it’s just 
life. I mean, it really is different to Sydney, but it’s funny how 
quickly life here has become normal. While I was a city girl at 
heart, I love Darwin and I love my time in communities. It’s been 
such a blessing being here, sharing life with people in a different 
way. I think everyone should move to the Territory!

Naomi Ireland

Groote Eylandt
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Gulargambone school  
farewells a faithful servant

After 11 years serving as a chaplain at 
Gulargambone Central School, Alfrene 
Wright concluded her time there late 
last year. 

When Alfrene commenced as Chaplain 
in Term 4 2010, she was already immersed 
in the school community as a family 
worker and teacher’s aide. She brought to 
the role her skills as a youth worker and 
those acquired from helping children with 
behavioural problems.

Alfrene was supported by BCA but 
funded through the National Schools 
Chaplaincy Program. Her role was to 
support wellbeing through the pastoral 
care of students but extended to work with 
teachers and administrative staff.

When former BCA NSW/ACT Regional 
Officer Peter Adkins met with 
the Gulargambone School 
Principal he affirmed the crucial 
role that Alfrene played. In a 
community which struggled 
with drugs, violence and young 
people wandering the streets at 
night because it was unsafe to 
be at home, Alfrene provided 
invaluable support, offering 
students her love, assistance, 
and care.

“Alfrene has faithfully served 
in her school chaplaincy role 
during her time with BCA,” says Indigenous 
Ministry Officer, Neville Naden. “While it 
is difficult to come across good reliable 
Christian leaders, we thank God for raising 
her up to serve in this space. The Wright 
family will be sorely missed by BCA.”

Alfrene & Andrew are so grateful for 
their many years spent with BCA serving 
God in Central West New South Wales.  

“I would love to take this opportunity 
to say thank you BCA for allowing me to 
work for you over the years,” says Alfrene. 
“I loved working in Gulargambone; it’s a 
strong Aboriginal community. The school 

was fantastic to work in and 
it was an honour and privilege 
to work for such beautiful 
organisations. My heart will 
always be for Gulargambone. 
My time working there was a 
divine appointment from God, 
and He always looked after 
me in my walk with Him and 
supplied my every need.”

“All of the BCA family have 
been a blessing to me over the 
years; thanks for your prayers 
which helped me in hard times 

and good times. Once again thank you 
BCA family. It was a pleasure, honour and 
privilege. May God richly bless you and 
keep you all safe.”

Janine van den Tillaart

My time working 
there was a divine 
appointment 
from God, and 
He always looked 
after me in my 
walk with Him and 
supplied my every 
need

Alfrene & Andrew with daughter Skylah taken at the 
2018 BCA Field Staff Conference
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Happy Birthday to everyone 
born in Winter! All of us at BCA 
for Kids wish you God’s richest 
blessings on your special day. 

June
Kate L
Sienna C

Obadiah S

Akur M
Josephine L

Skye M

July
Philippa S
Ruby L
Donte G
Hamish G
Ryan T
Caitlin G
Ada L
Alexander C
Thalia N
Belle M

August
Joel L 
Georgia F
Joel L
Madilyn M
Maximilian M
Simon W
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Lydia Nicol was nearly three years old 
when her parents Frank & Jo became 
BCA Field Staff in Exmouth. Today Lydia 
is 10 years old and in Year 5 at school. 
The family now includes little brothers 
Eli and Silas and they live in the mining 
town of Karratha. Here she tells us a 
little bit about her life there.

It’s very hot in Karratha and during 
summer you really want to stay inside with 
the aircon on. 

My favourite thing about living in 
Karratha is the shops which are really 
good! There are also lots of hills you can 
climb to see lovely views.

I love to laugh and one night some 
people from church came over and I 
couldn’t stop laughing all night! 

It can be challenging living in Karratha 
because of the heat but also I don’t know 
many people. I came from Exmouth and 
there were a lot of people there, basically 
you knew everyone. 

I am growing in my relationship with 
God by going to Bible study at church with 
the older kids and we have Bible study at 
home on Thursdays. 

At the moment I am reading the Psalms 
and 1 Samuel and have learned that God 
is always with you and is always in control. 

If you came to visit me in Karratha I 
would love you to meet our dog. She is 
soooo cute!! She is really small and I can 
pick her up easily.

I would love you to pray that I get 
through this school year very well. 

Get to know  
Lydia Nicol, Karratha
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Help the animals get to the ark
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Break O’Day

Brisbane 

Sydney 

Melbourne 
 

Adelaide 

Lightning Ridge 

Roxby Downs 

Hobart 

King Island 

Kangaroo Island Strathfieldsaye

Perth 

West Pilbara

Norfolk Island

Sunraysia Sth 

Broken Hill
Coober Pedy 

Longreach

Cloncurry

Moranbah

Kununurra 

Darwin

Newman Exmouth

Woolgoolga

Barwon District

Southern Beaches

Nungalinya College

Bluff Point

Jindabyne

Bendigo

Kyabram

Ashtonfield

Croajingolong

Yeppoon

Central Mallee

Alice Springs

Rockhampton

Murray Bridge
Fremantle

Cowra

Cobar

West Wyalong

Bathurst

Emerald/
Blackwater

Mudgee

South Tamworth
Dubbo

BCA MONEY BOXES
Kids give great support to BCA, and 
every dollar you put in the box is a 
dollar which goes to help tell people 
about Jesus! Thanks to our wonderful  
young supporters!

I WANT TO BE A MEMBER OF BCA FOR KIDS 
If you are between the ages of 8 & 12, simply fill out the slip below and return to:

BCA FOR KIDS GPO Box 5389 Sydney NSW 2001 OR

Email your info to: BCA4Kids@bushchurchaid.com.au

Every member receives a welcome letter, a welcome certificate and a cap. 

Name: __________________________________________________________

Parent/Caregiver: __________________________________________________

Age: _______________________ Birthday: _____________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _______________ Boy or Girl: ___________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

Which church do you go to? __________________________________________
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The Bell family: Trevor & Cindy 
with children Corben, Charlotte, 
Levi and Josiah

An encouraging three years with BCA

Trevor & Cindy Bell concluded their time 
with BCA last year after the completion 
of the Sunday School in a Box project 
and are now concentrating on their role 
at Holy Trinity Bendigo. 

While he was the Diocesan Children’s 
Families and Youth Worker, Trevor’s role 
was to establish camping ministry, focus 
on discipleship, create interactive Sunday 
School resources and raise up new leaders. 
It was the camping ministry that brought 
him the most joy. “My favourite time by 
far was when we held a Diocese youth 
camp and had over 30 young people in 
attendance,” he says. “Unfortunately, we 
missed out by a week on holding a second 
camp before the first COVID lockdown.”

When Trevor took on the Senior Minister 
role at Holy Trinity Bendigo, he set aside 
one day a week to focus on the Sunday 
School in a Box project. “During this time, 
I would do some solo work and also meet 
my volunteer Sandy to discuss how we had 
progressed, as well as bounce ideas off 
each other.”

Sunday School in a Box is aimed at 
trying to engage kids in a small parish. It’s 
been designed to be used in conjunction 
with the Jesus Story Book Bible and also 

has an interactive element. “The intention 
is that the story would be read during the 
church service and then children could 
interact with the items to re-enact/consider 
the story,” says Trevor. “Originally, we 
thought it may be rolled out widely, but 
it didn’t quite get to that level. The box 
is now being shared with a smaller parish 
in the Diocese of Bendigo, and once they 
have used it, it will be passed on to another 
parish.”

When Field Staff complete their service 
with BCA, they always comment on the 
amazing prayer network, and this is no 
different with the Bells. “It was wonderful 
to get small messages from many people 
who would tell us they were praying on our 
day,” says Trevor. “This was truly a huge 
encouragement for us.”

Trevor & Cindy ask for your prayers that 
their family would continue to be focused 
on remembering they are in ministry 
because of the wonderful love that God has 
for the world as revealed in Jesus. Please 
also pray that Holy Trinity Bendigo will grow 
in community, discipleship and reaching out 
to others.

Janine van den Tillaart
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Bring a vision to fruition –  
2022 Nomads Gathering

Three years ago, former Nomads 
Coordinators Doug & Fran Orr had a 
vision to gather with BCA Nomads at 
Deniliquin. COVID intervened and during 
this time Doug lost his battle with 
cancer, but new Nomads Coordinators 
Greg & Jocelyn Lay wanted to see the 
Orr’s vision completed. 

In March this year, 75 Nomads joined 
together for a time of informal fellowship 
and encouragement as well hearing from 
BCA National Director Greg Harris, NSW/
ACT Regional Officer Paul Sampson and 
Indigenous Ministry Officer Neville Naden. 

The 2022 Nomads Gathering was a time 
of rekindling friendships and making new 
ones, as a formal gathering had not taken 
place since 2019. For five days, Nomads 
from all over the country gathered at 
Deniliquin Riverside Caravan Park. 

“There were a large number of Nomads 
we hadn’t met, so it was a great launching 
pad for 2022!” said Greg Lay. “We were 
able to encourage new Nomads and urge 
others to get stuck back into it!”

Initially, the group that put together 
the gathering, planned for it to be mostly 
informal, but with Greg Harris, Paul and 
Neville representing the BCA National Team, 
they decided it was too good an opportunity 
to pass up. ‘Formal’ sessions were held at St 
Paul’s Anglican Church over two days. 

“Not only could Greg Harris get a feel 
for who the Nomads are and what we do, 
but he was able to impart some important 
information in regards to representing 
BCA,” said Greg. 

Greg Harris spoke to the Nomads about 
safety, increasing opportunities to serve with 
partners such as the Dioceses of Bathurst, 
Murray & Rockhampton as well as with 
other Christian partners. 

“What was really encouraging for us all 
is that Greg spoke about what a blessing 
Nomads are to Field Staff and how non-
nomadic nomads can even encourage them 
from afar by staying in contact via phone 
and email,” said Jocelyn. 

Neville gave a presentation on BCA’s 
Indigenous ministry and upcoming plans for 
the Indigenous space. “He spoke about a 
gathering in Gilgandra before the BCA Field 
Staff Conference in September and urged 
Nomads to come and be part of it, not to 
serve but to be encouraged,” said Greg. 
“Now we have plans for a group of Nomads 
to go to Gilgandra and another group will 
travel to the Sunshine Coast and lend a 
hand at the Field Staff Conference.” 

Being in Deniliquin also gave the Nomads 
the opportunity to catch up with former 
Field Staff Cheryl & Michael Hallinan. Their 
hospitality and generosity to the Nomads 
was amazing. “They wanted to host a  
meal for all the Nomads, and Cheryl said 

Nomads Gathering 2022
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Bring a vision to fruition –  
2022 Nomads Gathering

she could cater for up to 120!,” said 
Jocelyn. “But we split the group into two 
and had wonderful times of fellowship at 
their place.”

Following the five-day gathering, some 
of those who attended headed straight out 
to the field, traveling to assist the Barclays in 
Red Cliffs and the Harradines in Broken Hill. 
“What was really great about the gathering, 
apart from the fellowship, is that it enthused 
people to get out on the road,” said Greg & 
Jocelyn. “People said thanks for firing us up 
– it was a real encouragement.”

To further encourage Nomads who were 
not able to travel to New South Wales, Greg 
& Jocelyn have planned a second gathering 
in Queensland to be held after the BCA 
Field Staff Conference. 

Also looking to the future, the Lays have 
recently met with a newly retired Nomad 
who brings some great IT skills to the table. 
“He is going to help set up a new database 
that Nomads will be able to use to update 
their movements. We really hope that this 
will assist us in keeping a track of how our 
Nomads are going the distance to help Field 
Staff across the country. We are so grateful 
for the wonderful service they provide.” 

Janine van den Tillaart

Clockwise from right: Neville Naden addresses the 
Nomads; Cheryl & Michael Hallinan; worship at St 
Paul’s; fellowship at the caravan park
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How we use your donations

BCA works hard to use your donations 
responsibly and effectively so that 
we can go the distance for regional, 
rural and remote Australia. Donations 
are received in many ways and 
from different people, churches 
and organisations. They come from 
individuals, parishes, money box holders, 
and other charities.

From the beginning of this year BCA 
has initiated a new budgeting policy to 
ensure your generous donations go further 
and continue our prudent stewardship of 
investments. It is our hope that it might 
give you even greater confidence as you 
invest in gospel ministry.

All of BCA’s annual expenditure can 
be classified as either ‘mission’, ‘mission 
support’, or ‘property and administration’. 
An example of mission expenditure is 
supporting Field Staff. For mission support, 
an example would be expenditure that 

encourages and promotes prayer. 
BCA’s new budgeting policy is that 

100 per cent of all donations go towards 
mission and mission support; that is, 
towards undertaking and supporting gospel 
ministry in regional, rural, and remote 
locations. This includes all donations from 
either individuals, churches, or any other 
charities. The only exception is bequests 
and this will be explained below. 

The donations are received into 
either the General Account or one of 
our Deductible Gift Recipients Funds 
(DGR). These DGR funds, which have tax 
deductible status, are the Kirkby Trust, the 
Outback Education Fund, and the Nursing 
& Medical Fund. It should be noted that the 
donations received by these funds must be 
used in accordance with the tax laws that 
govern their DGR status and can limit how 
we use these funds. When a donation is 
received for specific Field Staff, the money 
is deposited into one of the four funds that 
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How we use your donations
provide their funding. When a receipt is issued, it will show 
which fund the donation went to.

We recognise that many supporters have a special 
relationship with certain Field Staff or location, and often 
ask that their support be directed towards those Field 
Staff. It should be noted that BCA has an agreed funding 
arrangement with the partnering diocese or organisation and 
for that reason does not operate a separate fund for each 
Field Staff. You can be assured that your gift will be used to 
ensure all of our Field Staff are fully supported for the entirety 
of their term (usually an initial term of four years with two-
year extensions). Through this practice of committing to all 
Field Staff equally, you can be assured they do not need to 
worry about their stipend or grant and can focus on  
their ministry. 

At this point, the question you may have is, “if 100 
per cent of donations (excluding bequests) are allocated 
towards mission and mission support, how does BCA meet 
the necessary administration and property expenditure?”. 
The short answer is that we aim to fund administration and 
property expenses through return on investments, and any 
shortfall for the year, from bequests received. 

BCA’s investments predominantly come from historical 
bequests left to the Society. A combination of generous 
supporters and good stewardship over many years has 
resulted in a situation where you can be assured that every 
dollar from your money boxes, online donations, or received 
from one of our appeals, is used for promoting good gospel 
ministry across Australia. 

If you would like to donate to BCA 
and are unsure how, or you would like 
to arrange a bequest to BCA and need 
some more information, please don’t 
hesitate to check out our website or 
contact me at the National Office.

Greg Bridge 
Chief Operating Officer 
greg.bridge@bushchurchaid.com.au
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Post & Rails

WELCOME 
Ashley Garlett, a Balladong Nyoongar man from 
Merredin in Western Australia is our new Indigenous 
Ministry Trainee in South Tamworth. Ashley 
commenced his traineeship in late April. 

 
 
Jessica Kim commenced work in the BCA National 
Office in early May as the Receptionist and Data Entry 
assistant. Jessica grew up in the Hunter Valley and 
recently graduated from the Melbourne School of 
Theology with a Bachelor of Ministry. She’s married to 
Jeff and after recently moving from Melbourne they are 
looking for a new home church. 

FAREWELL 
Emma Little, Executive Assistant to the NSW/ACT 
Regional Office finished up with BCA in January.  
Emma has moved back into ordained ministry  
working as the Women’s and Pastoral Care Minister  
at St Jude’s Randwick. 
 
 
Alfrene & Andrew Wright have concluded their 
service with BCA after 11 years. Alfrene served as 
Gulargambone School Chaplain.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Brendan & Laura Hurley welcomed daughter Geneva 
Charis Hurley on Wednesday 30 March. Geneva 
weighed in at 2.73kg and is a little sister to Ethan, 
Jake, Oliver and Grace. 
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In February James Daymond (Bathurst Diocese), Simon Owen (Sydney Diocese on 
behalf of the Diocese of North Queensland) and Jacob Kelly (Bendigo Diocese) 
were all ordained.  

Our new NSW/ACT Regional Officer Paul Sampson was commissioned to serve 
with BCA at St Swithun’s Anglican Church in Pymble on 23 February. On 8 April 
Simon & Angela Owen were commissioned to serve in Cloncurry and on 23 April 
Laurie & Bec Carleton were commissioned to serve on Norfolk Island. 

VALE 
The Revd George Frederick Sansom (24 January 1938 – 11 
November 2021) together with his wife Jacquie served with 
BCA in Karratha (Diocese of North West Australia) from 
1984 until 1988. He is survived by by wife Jacquie, children 
and inlaws Terri & David, Michelle & Phil, and Greg; as well 
as grandchildren Sam, Lachie, Harry; Holly, Josh, Erin; and 
Matthew. 
 

 
Archdeacon (Emeritus) Ian Edgar Arthur Booth (24 April 1928 – 29 January 
2022) served with BCA as a missioner assisting Theo Hayman in Ceduna from 
1953–1954 and then moving to Orroroo (also in South Australia) from 1954–
1958. He returned to the Society as Victorian Secretary from 1968–1971. He is 
survived by wife Valerie, sons and daughter in laws Graham and Rhonda, Philip 
(dec.) and Heather, Kevin and Anne, and Michael and Christina; as well as their 
grandchildren and their families. 

Post & Rails
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From the Archives:

It was a very long journey from  
Mt Isa to the NSW South Coast for  
Peter George some 50 years ago…

It was 2.30 on Christmas afternoon 
when I finally left Mt Isa heading south 
for Sydney. Just 24 hours previously I had 
left Mt Isa for Camooweal in the other 
direction, and in the course of the 250-mile 
round trip conducted a Christmas Service at 
Camooweal and arrived back in Mt Isa just 
in time for a midnight service.

Up for early morning Christmas Service, 
home again to do the packing, clean and 
close up the house, then to one of our 
Wardens' homes who had kindly invited me 
to have Christmas dinner with them.

After dinner was all over, with clouds 
gathering in the sky, I thought it wise to 
hurriedly leave the city and head south. 
I hoped to make Longreach which is 
some 400 miles from Mt Isa. Most of the 
road of course lacks any sign of bitumen 
whatsoever.

All went well for the first 150 miles. 
Then the clouds began to gather and just 
south of McKinley, it rained and rained and 
rained. Slowly the wheels began to slide 
and slip, till finally I came to a halt sinking 
in the mud, still 100 miles from Winton.

It was 7pm and I switched on the radio 
to hear the news, only to be informed 
that cyclone Althea had turned into a rain 
depression located south-west of Julia 
Creek. I quickly plotted this on the map, to 
discover that I was right in the middle of 
that rain depression. So, full of self-pity and 
wondering just how long I might be there, 
whether it would be two or three weeks, I 
settled down for the night.

It rained solidly for two hours and the 
more it rained, the more certain I was that 
I would be there for a long, long while. 
However, round about 9 o'clock the rain 
stopped and a strong, cool wind was 
blowing across the country. 

Dawn broke on a grey day. The wind 
was still blowing and it wasn't long before 
I discovered that I had traction and I slowly 
limped into Kynuna, some eight miles away.

In Kynuna I was informed that there 
were some 12 to 15 cars already ahead of 
me and that they thought the road was 
clear through to Winton. So off I followed. 
It wasn't long before I found the cars 
ahead of me were bogged down. Right 
throughout the day we pushed one another 
out of bog holes, out of one into another. 
We travelled as a convoy and finally we 
ended up in one huge bog still many miles 
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from Winton.
Three hours later the ground had dried 

out considerably, one vehicle was freed, 
I was next in the line, and with 20 men 
pushing and pulling and with most of the 
air out of my tyres, I managed to get clear 
of the mud. Then came the job of course, 
of getting the mud out from under the 
wheels. I changed the two back tyres rather 
than pump them up. Soon I was on the 
way again and this time arrived in Winton 
around about 7.30 that night.

I don't think I have ever been so tired in 
all my life, and as I drove into the motel (I 
decided to have a little bit of luxury for the 
night), the proprietor called out to his wife 
to "come and 'ave a look at this one, 'luv'" 
so 'luv' came and had a look at this one, 
and this one could scarcely open his mouth, 
he was so tired.

The next morning the sun was shining 
and everyone seemed to be very optimistic 
about the road between Winton and 
Longreach, although 50 miles of this is still 
unsealed. I set off in high spirits only to find 
that I was the 53rd car in line. The men on 
the railway line felt sure that there would 
be no traffic going through to Longreach 
for at least ten days. And so I decided there 
and then that the only thing to do was 

retrace my steps. So after three days and 
800 miles, I was still in Mt Isa.

That day I read in the newspaper, that 
the road to Longreach was open. I knew of 
course, that that was so much rubbish. The 
next line said the road to Townsville was 
open though very slippery. I suspected that 
this too was rubbish, but there is something 
in man that makes him refuse to give up, 
and so at 3.30 on the Tuesday, I set off 
for Townsville. The road was dry although 
rough and I had a good trip right through 
to Charters Towers where I stopped at 1.30 
in the morning.

I slept that night in the car, then early 
the next day had the car serviced and 
set off. I made Rockhampton that night, 
the next day down to Murrurundi in 
NSW and then on the Friday, I made it to 
Wollongong, and then a final stretch (the 
next day) to join Fay and the children at 
Corrimal for a hard earned holiday.

Peter George 
BCA Missioner Mt Isa 1970–1973

This excerpt is from the April 1972 issue of  
The Real Australian. You can find all of our  
back issues from 1920 to 2022 at: 
bushchurchaid.com.au/archive

The joys of motoring or...how I went on my luxury  
pay now rest later trip to NSW
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I grew up in Jannali in southern Sydney, 
where I went to church and Sunday 
School weekly, but it was in the last 
years of high school that I began to 
understand the need to actually make 
a decision and accept Christ as my 
Lord and Saviour, and I did. 
Repent, believe and follow. 

While at uni, I was 
challenged to think about 
vocational ministry and so 
a few years later, trained 
under the Ministry Training 
Strategy (MTS), and moved 
to Kensington. During this 
time I married Bruce who 
had just completed his first 
year at Moore College. I also 
studied for two years at Moore 
College before we went to St 
Phillip’s Eastwood, where we 
ministered for eight and a half years. It was 
here that Bruce realised his passion was 
youth ministry and it was at Eastwood we 
had considerable contact with BCA. We 
were linked with Roxby Downs Community 

Church, and the NSW Regional Officer and 
Bishop of NW Australia came and shared 
about living and serving in remote and 
regional Australia. 

Bruce and I had discussed our 
willingness to move out of a well-resourced 
Sydney and had conservations with others 
about possibilities. But when Bruce came 
home from a ministry conference where 
he’d heard about a possibility in Darwin, I 
recall thinking, “I know I’m willing to go 
outside Sydney, but Darwin!!!!????”. 

But God was at work. Conversations 
continued and Darwin became a real 
possibility. I asked myself, “Why shouldn’t 
I go?” and the answers, “It’s too hot”, 
or “It’s a long way away” seemed pretty 
feeble to say to those who had given up 
much to serve in Darwin (or other remote 
locations) for the sake of the Gospel. 
So, in May 2008, Bruce and I, now with 
four children – Matthew, Laura, Felicity 

and Oliver moved to Darwin. 
For almost 11 years Bruce was 
the NT Youth Minister. In May 
2019 Bruce died and went 
home to be with his Heavenly 
Father following a diagnosis 
of melanoma in 2016, after 
proclaiming the gospel and his 
hope in Christ until his last days.

I’m still in Darwin, serving 
with the faithful saints at St 
Peter’s Nightcliff, forever grateful 
to BCA and its supporters for 
their love and care of my family 
over these years. I feel privileged 
for the opportunity to serve with 

BCA on the National Council and SA/NT 
Regional Committee.

Jodi Chapman

Councillor's Column

I’m still in Darwin, 
serving with the 
faithful saints at St 
Peter’s Nightcliff, 
forever grateful 
to BCA and its 
supporters for 
their love and care 
of my family over 
these years
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Order form

Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms                          First name 

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. 

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

BCA 138 Never Too Far, Never Too Few: 
100 Years of Bush Church Aid
This hard cover coffee table book, written 
by Christian writer Robyn Powell looks back 
at the various ministries of BCA over its first 
                           100 years.

20.00 ea

Sub-Total

Packaging and delivery $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:
 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

     Visa  Mastercard  American Express

 Credit card number

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Expires on __________________________________________________________ 

 Signature ___________________________________________________________
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BCA Field Staff make Christ known across the length and breadth of our country, but they 
can’t do it alone. Bush Church Aid’s Distance Giving Program is your opportunity to walk 
alongside them.

The Distance Giving Program gives you the opportunity to support our Field Staff on a 
regular basis. You will share their journey through monthly giving & prayer, and receive 
special updates on how your support is making a difference.

Yes, I would like to partner with our Field Staff through BCA’s  
Distance Giving Program with a monthly donation. 

Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

 
BPay Biller Code 88203  
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on  

the back of this magazine above your name and address.

Please process my donation on the ________ day of each month.

 $20  $30  $50  $100  Other: __________

Credit card

 Visa  Mastercard  American Express

 
Credit card number    

Name on credit card ______________________________________________________

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms                   First name 

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

Distance Giving Program

BILLER CODE

88203
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Yes, I would like to help share the gospel and provide care to reach 
Australia for Christ.

Ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au/donate • Phone 02 9262 5017

 
BPay Biller Code 88203  
Reference number is your supporter number which can be found on  

the back of this magazine above your name and address.

 

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 I would like to donate to General Ministry OR

 I would like a tax deduction

 (A tax-deductible gift can only be directed to a narrow range of ministry areas)

I would like to give by:

 Cheque/Money Order  Credit card – please complete details below

     Visa  Mastercard  American Express

 
Credit card number    

Name on credit card _____________________________________________________

Expires on ____________________ Signature __________________________________

My details

Revd / Dr / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms                    First name 

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

*Supporter number (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine) 

I would like to receive:
 The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

Donation Form

BILLER CODE

88203

WINTER 2022 31



postage
paid

australia

The Bush Church Aid Society  
GPO Box 5389  
SYDNEY NSW

 2001
CM

 22600437

Break O
’Day

Brisbane 

Sydney 

M
elbourne 

 

A
delaide 

Lightning Ridge 

Roxby Dow
ns 

H
obart 

King Island 

Kangaroo Island 
Strathfieldsaye

Perth W
est Pilbara

N
orfolk Island

Sunraysia Sth 

Broken Hill
Coober Pedy 

Longreach

Cloncurry

M
oranbah

Kununurra 

D
arw

in

N
ew

m
an 

Exm
outh

W
oolgoolga

Barw
on District

Southern Beaches

N
ungalinya College

Bluff Point

Jindabyne

Bendigo

Kyabram

Ashtonfield

Croajingolong

Yeppoon

Central M
allee

Alice Springs

Rockham
pton

M
urray Bridge

Frem
antle

Cow
ra

Cobar

W
est W

yalong

Bathurst

Em
erald/

Blackw
aterM

udgee

South Tam
w

orth
Dubbo

Connect w
ith us on 

Facebook, Instagram
 and Tw

itter
Search for Bush Church A

id

R
eaching Australia for C

hrist since 1919


